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 Can you feel it?  Can you visualize the 
end?  It is not far away now and we will all, 
very soon, reach that joyous moment when 
Rotarians will stand up together and  with 
one voice shout, “..we have eradicated polio”. 

 

 The Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion’s US $100 Million Dollar Challenge Grant 
to our Polio Campaign combined with Rotari-
ans worldwide working so hard towards that 
magic moment of the complete eradication of 
Polio will be the culmination of our quest, 
which we have envisioned for so many years. 
  

 The completion of the Polio eradication 
campaign is well within our grasp.  Read 
what  Rotarians feel we must do right now.  
Their comments follow in the next 17 pages 
of this Newsletter. 

Eddie Blender, Editor 

A  N E W S L E T T E R  F O R  R O T A R Y  L E A D E R S  

POLIO 

WHAT 
CAN WE 

DO 
RIGHT 
NOW? 
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THE BILL AND MELINDA GATES FOUNDATION 
 Guided by the belief that every life has equal value, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
works to help all people lead healthy, productive lives. In developing countries, it focuses on im-
proving people’s health and giving them the chance to lift themselves out of hunger and ex-
treme poverty. In the United States, it seeks to ensure that all people—especially those with the 
fewest resources—have access to the opportunities they need to succeed in school and life. 
Based in Seattle, the foundation is led by CEO Patty Stonesifer and co-chair William H. Gates Sr., 
under the direction of Bill and Melinda Gates and Warren Buffett. 
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Monday, November 26, 2007 
Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 

  This is a historic day for Rotary. It is our great pleas-
ure to inform you of a new partnership between Rotary 
International and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
that will provide a much needed US$200 million in sup-
port of our top goal of a polio-free world. 
 

  The Gates Foundation has awarded The Rotary 
Foundation a challenge grant of $100 million, which Ro-
tary will match, dollar for dollar, over three years. This is 
the largest single grant ever given to a volunteer service 
organization and represents a tremendous validation of the approach 
and success of our PolioPlus program.  
 

  This partnership comes at a critical juncture for the polio eradica-
tion initiative, which needs an infusion of funds to reach the eradica-
tion goal. For this reason, the initial $100 million will be distributed by 
The Rotary Foundation through grants to the World Health Organiza-
tion and UNICEF in direct support of polio immunization activities in 
2008. 
 

  Your participation in this effort is crucial to making it a success.  
The Rotary International Board of Directors and the Trustees of The Ro-
tary Foundation have unanimously agreed to accept this challenge 
grant to ensure the success of the PolioPlus program. We feel confident 
that this extraordinary commitment from the Gates Foundation and Ro-
tary will serve as a catalyst for further donations from others to help us 
realize the dream of a polio-free world. 
 

  In 1985, we promised every child a world free from the threat of 
polio, and we are almost there.  This funding agreement between Ro-
tary and the Gates Foundation is a huge step forward, bringing us even 
closer to our goal.  Success is our only option. 

WHAT MUST WE DO NOW?  

THE CHALLENGE! 

Wilfrid J. Wilkinson                           Robert S. Scott 

RI President 2007-08 TRF, Chairman 2007-08 

THE GATES  
FOUNDATION 

HAS AWARDED 
THE ROTARY 

FOUNDATION A 
CHALLENGE 
GRANT OF 

US$100 MILLION 
DOLLARS 

 



 “I would submit that you have two big tasks 
ahead of you.  

 First, you need to keep pushing on polio until 
the task is done. I have been celebrating your achieve-
ments, and you deserve these plaudits and more, but 
we cannot forget: Polio still destroys families in India, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. When you wipe it 
out there, then it will REALLY be time to celebrate. 
 Second, you have to devise your next campaign. 
You have to decide how to use your wallets, your legs, 
and your lungs in the future. Given what I know 
about Rotary, I want to urge you in the strongest pos-

sible terms: THINK BIG. 

•  THINK BIG, because anything less would 
be a waste of your potential.  
•  THINK BIG, because thinking any smaller 
would betray the optimism you have earned the 
right to. 
•  THINK BIG, because big ideas are what 
the world needs from you. 
 
 For Rotary, when I say think big, I am not 
suggesting a scattershot approach. You can 
think big while remaining focused. Your polio 
campaign is massive, yet targeted.  

 
 Think about what you did with polio in less than 
25 years. Then add all the experience and wisdom 
you gained from that effort. Then add to that the ad-
vantages of new scientific discoveries and new tech-
nology over the last few decades. Then add to that 
the fact that the world is paying attention to its hun-
griest, poorest, and sickest people more than ever be-
fore. Put all that together, and then you have a pic-
ture of what you can accomplish. 
 
 If you share this faith in the future, your reach 
must exceed your grasp. THINK BIG!” 
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Bill Gates, cofounder of 
the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, gives a baby 
the oral polio vaccine at 
the Shadnagar commu-
nity health clinic in An-
dhra Pradesh, India. 

William H. Gates Sr. at the R.I. Salt 
Lake City Convention, June 2007 

 

YOU NEED 
TO KEEP 

PUSHING ON 
POLIO UNTIL 
THE TASK IS 

DONE.  



   WHAT IS REQUIRED TO ACHIEVE                 
GLOBAL POLIO CERTIFICATION?  

 

 ACHIEVING CERTIFICATION-STANDARD SURVEILLANCE*  
 In endemic regions  

• Achieve and sustain certification standard surveil-
lance for acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) at the national 
level.  

• Identify and close any gaps in surveillance perform-
ance at the sub-national level in all countries.  

• Increase the speed of surveillance and virologic data 
analysis to ensure timely emergency response.  

In certified polio-free regions  
• Maintain certification-standard surveillance for acute 

flaccid paralysis  
• Ensure highest possible immunity levels against wild 

poliovirus  
• Develop action plans for responding rapidly to im-

portations of wild poliovirus  
• Integrate AFP reporting into national surveillance 

mechanisms to respond to other important diseases 
 

 *WHAT IS CERTIFICATION STANDARD SURVEILLANCE?  
 

1.  the ability to detect at least one case of non-polio acute 
flaccid paralysis (AFP) for every 100 000 children under 15 
years of age  

2. two adequate specimens collected from at least 80% of 
cases of acute flaccid paralysis  

3. all specimens should be processed at a WHO accredited 
laboratory. 

 

* 
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WHATEVER THE MIND OF MAN CAN CONCEIVE 
AND BELIEVE, IT CAN ACHIEVE.   

W. Clement Stone  



 Currently Rotarians can do three 
things to allow us to complete our promise 
to the Children of the World, that we would 
eradicate Polio. These three things vary de-
pending on where a Rotarian lives and his 
particular contacts and resources.  
In my opinion the three things we need are 
as follows: 
 1) We need more Money 
 2) We need more Social Mobilization 
 3) We need more Advocacy 
 

Money-    This can come through 
continued fund raising for Polio 
Partner Projects. It may be from Dis-
trict Designated Funds or from fund 
raising resulting from Club or District 
events like a Walk/Run for Polio Eradication, a special 
community fund raising dinner or by individual dona-
tions from Rotarians or private Foundations. 
 

Social Mobilization-   We must carry out ever in-
creasing National Immunization Days (NID's) in the 
remaining Polio Endemic Countries. These are occur-

ring in parts of India and Nigeria as often as every four to six 
weeks. This places a heavy load on the local Rotarians in those 
areas. Rotarians in the polio free part of the world can help by 
participating in those NID's providing they do it in an orderly 
way in cooperation and at the invitation of the local Rotarians. 

Advocacy-   Because of the delay in achieving our goal -
governments, particularly some the G-8 countries, have de-
layed or reduced their contributions to the World Health Or-
ganization and/or UNICEF, two of our major partners. Any 
and all Rotarians who are in a position to influence or lobby 
these Governments, or other Major Foundations, to continue 
or increase their support would be making a positive and nec-
essary contribution. 
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WHAT WE (ROTARIANS) MUST DO RIGHT NOW 
TO COMPLETE THE POLIOPLUS CAMPAIGN. 

Wilfrid “Wilf” Wilkinson 

President 2007-08 

 We have eradicated 
Polio almost every-
where in the world 
and we must now 
show our determi-
nation and resolve 

to complete our 
promise to future 

generations. 



A Rotarian immunizes a child against       
polio in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.                   

Photo by Jean-Marc Giboux.  

 Accepting a 
certain number of 
cases per year in 
favor of perceived lower costs 
poses difficult ethical questions, 
says Robert Scott, chair of the 
International PolioPlus Commit-
tee. 

 "What’s the acceptable 
[level of] control? There are the 

human suffering costs, too," Scott says. "How do 
you put a dollar amount on pain and the suffer-
ing of lifelong paralyzed limbs?" 

"Eradication offers both lower cumulative costs and cases than control in the 
long-term, even with the costs of achieving  eradication exceeding several billion 
dollars more," said Kimberly Thompson, associated  professor of Risk Analysis and 
Decision  Science at the Harvard School of Public Health. 

TRF Trustee  Chair               
Robert Scott 

 We promised the children of 
the world that they would grow 
up in a world without polio and 
that their children would not have 
to face the threat of that dreaded 
disease.  

 If we are to fulfill this prom-
ise, we need to stay focused until 
there is no more wild poliovirus.   

 The only way to protect every child 
from polio is to eradicate this crippling and 

potentially fatal disease completely. The strategies and tools 
are known, and health experts agree that the challenges to 
stopping the spread of polio can be met.  

 We need to sustain our commitment. 

RIPP Bill Boyd 

THE ONLY WAY 
TO PROTECT 
EVERY CHILD 

FROM POLIO IS 
TO ERADICATE 
THIS CRIPPLING  

AND                   
POTENTIALLY   

FATAL DISEASE 
COMPLETELY 
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WE MUST WORK TOWARD              
COMPLETE ERADICATION 

WE MUST ERADICATE POLIO RATHER THAN CONTROL IT,       
HARVARD RESEARCHERS SAY 
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Major gains have been made in              
the global fight against polio:  

•  In the 1980s, 1,000 children were infected by 
the disease every day in 125 countries. Today, po-
lio cases have declined by 99 percent, with fewer 
than two thousand cases reported in 2006.  

•  Two billion children have been immunized, five 
million have been spared disability, and over 
250,000 deaths from polio have been prevented. 

 As recently noted by RI President Wilf Wilkinson and Trus-
tee Chair Bob Scott, this is a historic time for the Rotary Interna-
tional as we enter in to a funding partnership with the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation.  On 26 November, it was announced 
that the Gates Foundation awarded The Rotary Foundation a 
US$100 million challenge grant which Rotary will match dollar-
for-dollar over three years. 
 

  The Gates Foundation made this grant to Rotary because 
they believe in the integrity of The Rotary Foundation, the work 
of PolioPlus, and that global polio eradication is feasible. 

 

  Everyone is encouraged to take a deep breath and savor 
this moment.  Plans for raising the matching funds are being fi-
nalized now and will be shared with Rotarians very soon. 
 

  While you contemplate what the grant means for Polio-
Plus, I encourage you to continue to support PolioPlus Partners 
this Rotary year.  Currently, there are eight PolioPlus Partners pro-
jects in four countries that require US$2.4 million in funding.  

Your fellow Rotarians still need your support to help them implement criti-
cal social mobilization and surveillance activities in support of polio eradi-
cation.  Contributions to PolioPlus Partners will be matched $.50 for every 
$1.00 contributed up to $1.5 million.  These contributions will also count 
towards matching the Gates Foundation grant. 
 

  Global polio eradication is within our grasp.  The new funding 
partnership with the Gates Foundation will help us move even closer to 
our goal by providing an injection of urgently needed funding.  Let’s cele-
brate the moment, continue to support PolioPlus Partners this year, and 
then get down to the business of raising the matching funds.  

 

TRF Staff Carol Pandak 

GLOBAL     
POLIO   

ERADICATION 
IS WITHIN 

OUR GRASP 
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 Rotarians must Take Action in 
getting all the children of the world 
vaccinated.   
 We the family of Rotary have 
done an outstanding job but we are 
in the final most difficult last mile that 
needs to be completed. The work is 
hard but we can help Create Aware-
ness for Rotarians to understand the 
necessity of continuing to Take Action 
to finish this recognized world hu-
manitarian undertaking.   
 Together We The Family of Ro-
tary Can Make This Dream of a Polio 
Free World a Reality in the Continued 
Needed Support We Give to Polio Plus 
Partners. 

RIPP FRANK 
DEVLYN 

CONTINUE 
NEEDED 

SUPPORT TO 
POLIO PLUS 
PARTNERS. 

WHAT 
WE MUST  

DO 
NOW? 

 Leadership and unity shall determine 
when polio is eradicated!  The question “if” 
is not applicable.  It never was with Ro-
tary.  This generation of Rotarians shall 
be known as the polio eradicators – IF 
Rotary leaders at all levels continually 
unite, monitor and ASK for support for 
the polio eradication initiative from Ro-
tarians and government leaders.  Since 
1985 Rotary has been resolute with its 
commitment to achieve the dream and 
noble goal of a polio free world.  We can 
all be proud of the facts that our united 
efforts over the past 20 years show over 

2 billion children immunized and that over 1,000,000 children do 
not suffer with polio; however, polio is not eradicated yet, the 
world is not fully protected, and, most importantly, our integrity 
to complete our word to the unborn child is on the line.   
 What can Rotarians do over the next 3 years to help com-
plete the goal of global polio eradication?  To the district and 
club leaders, inform and then ask the newer Rotarian and those 
who have yet to support Rotary’s PolioPlus program  to make a per-
sonal contribution over and above an annual contribution to The 
Rotary Foundation. 

TRF Trustee             

Lou Piconi 

ASK THE NEWER 
ROTARIAN AND 

THOSE WHO 
HAVE YET TO 

SUPPORT        
ROTARY’S        

POLIOPLUS  
PROGRAM  TO 

MAKE A         
PERSONAL  

CONTRIBUTION 
OVER AND 
ABOVE AN    
ANNUAL     

CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE ROTARY 
FOUNDATION. 
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  November 26 2007 
was a banner day for Rotary In-
ternational and for The Rotary 
Foundation when on a world 
wide press conference I had the 
honor to announce the 100 mil-
lion US dollar Challenge Grant 
received from the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation to 
the PolioPlus Fund. 

 This is by far the largest 
amount ever received by Rotary and one 
of the largest given by the Gates Founda-
tion. 

 The agreement stipulates that during calendar 2008 the 
100 million US dollars must be attributed to polio eradication 
projects. The International PolioPlus Committee (IPPC) will re-

ceive as per their usual modus operandi grant applica-
tions from UNICEF and WHO. Each application will be 
vetted by Rotarians in the area where the grant is to be 
expended and reported back to the IPPC.  

 The IPPC will further look at the application along 
with input from representatives of WHO and UNICEF and 
once they are satisfied send their positive decision to the 
Trustees for their final approval. It is this good business 
practice of checks and balances that impressed the Gates 
Foundation. 

 The second part of the agreement stipulates that 
Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation match 
the 100 million US dollars over a three year period. This 

then is the Challenge. I am certain we can meet this with the 
support I have sensed as I travel to many parts of the world 
this year. 

 I have spoken to many long standing Rotarians who 
continue to be so supportive and to so many new Rotarians 
and clubs anxious to be part of this historic effort to keep our 
promise to the children of the world and free them from the 
scourge of poliomyelitis.  

 All donations received to the PolioPlus fund 
dated December 1 2007 or later will be counted to-
wards the Challenge Match. 

Robert Scott 

Chairman TRF Trustees,  

Chairman the International 
PolioPlus Committee 2007-08 

This is by far the 
largest amount 

ever received by 
Rotary and one 
of the largest 
given by the 

Gates          
Foundation. 
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 The journey of a thousand miles, they say, begins 
with the first step.  We have taken many a giant step 
since 1985.  On our own,  we have raised funds and 
have been involved in advocacy and social 
mobilization efforts. With partner agencies 
and the support of governments and other 
donors, we have broken the backbone of po-
lio.  Remarkably, we have increased public 
awareness about routine immunization to 
monumental proportions.  We have amply 

demonstrated our love for children by actively participating 
in activities of national immunization days.  The recent do-
nation of US $  100,000,000  by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation has been a remarkable endorsement and sup-
port to our now famous polio campaign. 
 
 In the annals of Rotary International and its Founda-
tion, these are exciting times for Rotarians and certainly de-
pressing times for the wild polio virus. All the signals point, 
unmistakably, to the fact that the interruption of the wild po-
lio virus is within our collective grasp.  Having made such sig-
nificant progress we can ill afford to stop the momentum of 
providing a safe world for young children.  
 
 What we must do right now is to more vigorously pursue all the 
activities with which we have hitherto been involved.  We need to con-
centrate all energies and resources towards carrying the battle of polio 
eradication to the remaining endemic areas of the world.  We should, 
more that ever before, mobilize government and donors to action, sup-
port the activities of the polio plus partners, ensure that hard-to-reach 
children receive immunization and, if possible, participate in national 
immunization campaign.  We have reached a stage of a final push 
which must be total and decisive, embracing the usual rotary zeal of 
service above self, dedication and commitment.   There can be no bet-
ter way to show that Rotary Shares.  

RIPP Jonathan  Majiyagbe 

We need to 
concentrate all 
energies and 

resources        
towards        

carrying the 
battle of polio 
eradication to 
the remaining     
endemic areas 
of the world 

 



 VERY CLOSE TO THE FINISH LINE 

 We are very close to eradicate polio. We are down 
from an estimated 350,000 case in 125 countries in 1985 
to under 2000 cases in four endemic countries in 2006. We 
estimate a further reduction by approximately 60% this 
year bringing the total number to about 800 cases in 2007. 
In other words, we must have done something right and 
we are to finish eradication polio for the simple reason that 
it can be done. 

 The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has chosen to 
join Rotary in the efforts of eradicating polio by giving 
USD100  million up front and asking Rotary to match this 
amount in 2008, 2009 and 2010. What kind effect will this have on Rotary’s 
other fund raising programs, if any? 

 Will our USD95 million fund raising program for the Peace and Con-
flict Resolution program be hurt? In my opinion, no it will not. We have until 
2015 to raise that money and 1/3 is already in the house. That fund raising 
will progress as hitherto.  

 What will happen to our Permanent Fund? Noth-
ing, in my opinion, as we are approaching a limited num-
ber of donors able to give substantial amounts to our 
Foundation and these donors will continue to do so.  

 Will the annual giving be effected? Most likely, but 
not by very much. We know from experience that during 
the previous two fund raising campaigns for polio eradi-
cation, our annual giving took a bit of a beating. How-
ever, immediately after the campaigns, the donations to 

the annual fund came back and also increased in number from year to year. 

 Our Polio Eradication Effort has been like running a marathon. It’s 
long, it takes quite a bit of time – often more than a runner expects. But 
when there is only a short distance left to run, the runner never gives up. 
The runner finds that extra strength it takes to pass the finish line. We now 
see the light in the tunnel to eradicate polio. Rotarians must now mobilize 
that extra energy to pass the finish line. Polio can be eradicated and we Ro-
tarians shall see to it that it is being done. 

Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar 

RIPP 2005-’06 

What we (Rotarians) must do right now to complete the Polio plus campaign  

 

RI 2005-06 President 

Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar 

ROTARIANS 
MUST NOW  

MOBILIZE THAT 
EXTRA ENERGY 

TO PASS THE  

FINISH LINE 
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1.  Routine immunization High infant-immunization cov-
erage with four doses of oral polio vaccine (OPV) in the 
first year of life is critical. Routine immunization is essen-
tial because it’s the primary way that polio-free countries 
protect their children from the threat of imported polio. 

2. National Immunization Days 
For decades, Rotary’s PolioPlus 
program has been one of the 
driving forces during National 
Immunization Days, or NIDs. 
Rotarians are involved in myr-
iad ways before, during, and 
after an NID, by providing funds 
for millions of drops of vaccine, promoting upcoming 
campaigns in the community, distributing vaccine to lo-
cal health centers, serving as monitors, working with lo-
cal officials to reach every child, and participating in sur-
veillance efforts. 

3. Surveillance Rotarians play an important role in work-
ing with health workers, pediatricians, and others to 
find, report, and investigate cases of acute flaccid paraly-
sis in timely manner (ideally within 48 hours of onset). 
PolioPlus Partners sometimes helps fund containers that 
preserve the integrity of stool samples during transport 
to laboratories. The program has also played a leading 
role in providing equipment for the global poliovirus 
laboratory. 

4. Targeted mop-up campaigns Rotary’s support of 
mop-up campaigns is similar to NID volunteering, but 
on a smaller, often “house-to-house,” scale. 

FOUR KEY STRATEGIES FOR STOPPING 
POLIOVIRUS TRANSMISSION 

 



 Decades ago, polio outbreaks were a con-
stant threat around the world. After the intro-
duction of polio vaccines by Jonas Salk and Al-
bert Sabin and a relentless and steadfast Rotary 
International worldwide immunization effort, 
these outbreaks became part of history in most 
of the world.  
 
 Yet many still live under the threat of polio, 
which is why Rotary and its global partners are 
committed to reaching every child with the vac-
cine and right now commit to end this disease 
worldwide.  
 
 The time for action is “right now” and Polio 
eradication is realistic!   
 

 Polio Eradication Is Realistic And We Must Have 
Complete Polio Eradication:  

• In 2006, only four countries still had wild-
type poliovirus, limited to small geographic 
regions of Afghanistan, India, Nigeria, and 
Pakistan.  

• This war on polio will not be won until the 
last case of polio is gone and this must 
now be done as quickly as possible. 
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THE TIME FOR ACTION IS “RIGHT NOW” 
AND POLIO ERADICATION IS REALISTIC!   



Following the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Challenge Grant announcement, the 
PolioPlus Division anticipates questions about the status of the PolioPlus Partners 
(PPP) program. Please use the following statements to address these questions: 
 

•  Rotary has stepped forward to meet the terms of the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation Challenge grant to raise a total of US$100 million in matching funds 
over a three-year period beginning 1 January 2008.  

• The Rotary Foundation Trustees and the Board of Directors of RI have endorsed 
the conceptual plans to raise the matching funds.  More details will be available 
soon. 

• Cash and DDF donations to PPP, effective 1 December 2007 through 30 June 
2008, will be counted towards matching the Gates Foundation Challenge Grant. 

• 2007-08 cash and DDF donations to PPP will continue to be matched US$.50 for 
every $1.00 contributed, up to US$1.5 million. 

• Effective 1 July 2008, PPP projects will  be funded from the PolioPlus Fund, up to 
US$5 million per year, for the period of the Gates Foundation Challenge to con-
tinue support of the National PolioPlus Committees in polio endemic, high risk 
and importation countries.  

• Effective 1 July 2008, PolioPlus Partners (PPP) Task Force members are asked to 
refrain from fundraising for PPP.  

• It is envisioned that the PPP Task Force will be asked to provide direct support to 
this new fundraising effort for PolioPlus over the three-year matching period.  

• It is expected that 2007-08 funding for PPP will decline after the public announce-
ment of the  Rotary/Gates funding partnership, and even more so after the Inter-
national Assembly in January 2008.   

• PolioPlus Partners is counting on the PPP Task Force’s 2007-08 fundraising efforts 
to provide full funding for all project requests this year.   

 If there are any additional questions or concerns, please contact: 
 

 Melanie Streich 
PolioPlus Division Coordinator 
E-mail: polioplus@rotary.org  
Phone: 1-847-866-3305 
 
 Carrie Bruce 
PolioPlus Partners Senior Coordinator  
E-mail: carrie.bruce@rotary.org. 
Phone: 1-847-866-3255  
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NEW GUIDELINES FOR                                     
POLIO PLUS PARTNERS 



P A G E  1 6  

A PROGRESS REPORT –  
POLIO ERADICATION IS REALISTIC:  

 The technical feasibility of eradicating wild-type 
poliovirus was confirmed in October 1999 when the 
last case of paralytic polio due to wild poliovirus type 
2 (1 of 3 types) was detected anywhere in the world. 
By 2002, the feasibility of eradication was reaffirmed 
by certification of eradication of all 3 wild poliovirus 
types in three of the six World Health Organization 
(WHO) Regions.1 
 

 The Case –  
Completing Polio Eradication:  

 In 2006, only four countries still had wild-type 
poliovirus, limited to small geographic regions of Af-
ghanistan, India, Nigeria, and Pakistan. This war on 
polio will not be won until the last case 
of polio is gone. This must be done as quickly as possi-
ble. 
 

 PolioPlus:  
 Rotary launched the PolioPlus program in 1985 
and contributions to the PolioPlus Fund continue to 
support the most essential components of polio eradi-
cation activities in our partnership with the World 
Health Organization (WHO), Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC), and UNICEF. With Rotary’s 
community-based network worldwide, Rotary is the 
volunteer arm of the global partnership dedicated to 
eradicating polio. 
 

 PolioPlus Partners:  
 In 1995, a sub-program of PolioPlus, the Polio-
Plus Partners program (PPP), was developed to 
allows individuals, Rotary clubs, and districts the op-

 WITH EVERYONE’S 
CONTINUING      

SUPPORT, WE SHALL 
DEMONSTRATE OUR 

RESOLVE AND 
ACHIEVE THE FINAL 

GOAL OF A           
POLIO-FREE WORLD 

FOR ALL THE 
WORLDS’            

CHILDREN. 

Continued next page 
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portunity to directly contribute to polio eradi-
cation projects submitted by fellow Rotarians 
in polio-endemic, importation, and high-risk 
countries through the PPP Open Projects List. 
 

 The Need –  
PolioPlus Partners in 2007-08:  

 Contributions to PPP go directly to Ro-
tarians conducting social mobilization and 
surveillance activities in the polio-endemic, 
importation, and high risk countries. Social 
mobilization is organized community activi-
ties designed to help make immunization ac-
tivities successful. Rotarians play a critical role 
in these activities by using PPP contributions 
to purchase: 

• Media and posters to communicate 
when and where the immunization ac-
tivities will occur. 

• Caps, aprons, badges, and mega-
phones to identify health workers and 
volunteers. 

• Stickers or balloons to reward children 
and parents to encourage future par-
ticipation. 

• Bicycles, 4-wheel drive vehicles, and 
motorcycles to distribute the vaccine. 

• Vaccine carriers, refrigerators, and ice 
packs to maintain the integrity of the 
vaccine. 

These tools are provided through the Po-
lioPlus Partners program. Additional funding 
of at least US$5 million will be needed to pur-
chase these tools in 2007-08. 

 

Continued next page 
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 The Incentive –  
Matching Funds for  
PolioPlus Partners:  

Since the Polio Eradication Fundraising Cam-
paign (PEFC) ended in 2005, fundraising for PPP, 
in addition to PolioPlus, remains a priority. The 
Trustees of The Rotary Foundation recognize the 
significant funding needs for PPP and will con-
tinue to match both cash and District Designated 
Funds (DDF) contributions US$.50 for every 
US$1.00; up to US $1 million in 2007-08. This 
matching opportunity is an incentive for indi-
viduals, clubs, and districts to make a contribu-
tion to PolioPlus Partners in 2007-08. 

 

 The 2007-08 PolioPlus  
  Partners Challenge –  

What Can Rotarians Do?  
Funding for PolioPlus Partners is essential to 

help all Rotarians achieve the goal of a polio-free 
world. To help meet the significant and ongoing 
funding needs, we are extending a Challenge to 
all Rotarians, clubs, and districts to become 2007-
08 PolioPlus Partners: 

1. Asking for 100% participation from all 
Rotary districts to allocate a minimum of 10% of 

ACCEPT THE 
CHALLENGE! 

WE ARE     
ASKING YOU 

TO MAKE  
FUNDRAISING 
FOR ROTARY'S 

POLIOPLUS 
PARTNERS      
A PRIORITY  

Continued next page 

WHAT MUST 
WE DO 

NOW? 
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their available DDF. 
2. Asking all Rotary clubs and districts, Inter-
act and Rotaract clubs to have a club pro-
gram for PolioPlus Partners by March 2008. 
3. Requesting district leaders to encourage all 
clubs chartered after 1 July 2003 to consider 
making a club contribution, having a fund-
raiser, or making individual contributions to 
PolioPlus Partners. 
4. Requesting zone, district, and club leaders 
to encourage new members after 1 July 
2003 to contribute and become a part of Ro-
tary’s number one goal of global polio eradi-
cation. 
5. Encouraging all Rotarians that view Polio-
Plus as their primary Rotary interest to make 
another contribution to PolioPlus Partners. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

John Osterlund,                  
General Manager,               

The Rotary Foundation 

1The World Health Organization 
2007, ‘Case for Completing Polio Eradi-
cation’, viewed 21 June 2007, 
http://www.polioeradication.org/conte
nt/general/TheCase_FINAL.pdf 

 

The 2007-08  —  PolioPlus Partners 
Challenge … Is addressed to all Rotarians, 
Clubs and Districts 
____________________________________ 

 With everyone’s continuing 
support, we shall demonstrate 
our resolve and achieve the  
final goal of a polio-free world 
for all the worlds’ children. 



WHAT IS A ROTARY  
WORLD PEACE FELLOW? 

 Each year, our Rotary Foundation 
recruits,  selects and supports up to 60 
outstanding young professionals to pur-
sue a two-year master's degrees with 
core studies in mediation, peace and 
conflict resolution at six Rotary-partner 

university centers around the world. These scholars are 
schooled in areas such as:  

• root causes of conflict:  
• conflict resolution:  

• and developing governmental, inter-governmental, and 
non-governmental partnerships to create peace. 

 

 Our first four classes of graduates are now working in 
Governmental and Non-Governmental Agencies, as advi-
sors to national presidents and senior policy analysts to 
international agencies. Their course work and their intern-
ships with international agencies have prepared them to 
influence positively the course of world events. 
 

 More information and application materials are 
available at www.rotary.org under The Rotary Foundation, 
Education Programs. 

 

 Our Rotary Foundation needs Rotary clubs and districts to 
become more involved in this promising program — by re-
cruiting, nominating and nurturing applicants: and by creat-
ing named endowments and allocating District Designated 
Funds to fully support this program.  

 

P A G E  2 0  
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 Rotarians can help find the best candidates for the world-competitive 
selection of Peace Fellows.  Many of you may be asking though, where do 
we start?  The following are some ideas that may just help get the process 
started. 
 

Check out the following in your local town or community to draw qualified 
applicants who have demonstrated a commitment to peace and conflict 
resolution through academic, volunteer, or professional experiences: 
  

• Department of international studies, political sciences, peace studies at 
your local universities or colleges 
• Non-governmental organizations involved in hu-
man rights, disaster relief, aid distribution, environ-
mental advocacy, refugee issues, mediation and arbi-
tration 
• International organizations and corporations 
• Governmental agencies, diplomatic corps, local po-
lice and military offices 
• Returned Peace Corps volunteer meetings 
• University alumni associations and university place-
ment or career offices 
Former Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholars who studied peace and 
conflict resolution and now work in international arenas 
 

 Clubs and districts can also consider the following for promoting the fellow-
ship to attract candidates: 
 

• Try to hold informational meetings at the organizations and locations 
listed above 
• Host lectures or discussions relevant to peace or international under-
standing and invite representatives from the organizations listed previously 
• Invite current or former Peace Fellows to speak at informational meetings 
for Rotarians and non-Rotarians 
• Send out Rotary World Peace Fellowship brochures to relevant organiza-
tions and agencies in your area with your contact information included 
• Issue news releases to local/regional publications, 

HOW ROTARY CLUBS CAN FIND THE IDEAL            
ROTARY WORLD PEACE FELLOW CANDIDATES 

Continued next page 

PAZ.  SALAM.  PAIX.  SHALOM.  FRIEDEN.  HE PING.   PEACE. 
PROMOTING  PEACE  THROUGH  INTERNATIONAL  SCHOLARSHIPS. 



P A G E  2 2  

university newspapers, radio stations and public-access cable television 
stations 
• Begin to market the fellowship in December and January in order 
to ensure enough time for interviews at the club and district levels 
 

 Profiles of successful Rotary World Peace Fellowships include:   
  

• A career civil servant charged with mediating 
local disputes over political and environmental is-
sues who plans to develop and implement better 
social and environmental policies and training 
models for his or her home government 
• A healthcare professional who has provided 
medical care and training to the poor in war-torn 
countries and plans a career in international pub-
lic health 
•  A career military professional who worked 
with protective operations plans to incorporate 
conflict prevention and resolution methodology 
in the nation’s armed forces 

• An educator who works with youth from different religious and 
ethnic groups, facilitating projects that will create greater understand-
ing and prevent future conflicts. 
 

 Finally, it is very important to know who your Peace Fellowship Sub-
committee Chair is in your District.  Work with that person to help you 
promote the Fellowship and solicit applicants.  If you do not know 
your Fellowship chair, contact your district governor or contact me 
and I will help you make that connection.  
Also, do not hesitate to contact other districts 
who have been successful in nominating 
candidates.  I am sure they will be happy to 
share their success stories. 
 

 Good luck and thank you all for helping us 
to find the BEST-QUALIFIED candidates for 
this flagship Rotary Foundation Program. 
 

 With your help, Peace is Possible. 
 
 

 Judy Gibson 
The Rotary Foundation 
Educational Department 
Judy.gibson@rotary.org 
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COLORADO (USA) DISTRICT 5470 RAISES OVER THREE        
MILLION DOLLARS AT A ROTARY FOUNDATION EVENT 

      On November 9, The Colorado Springs Rotary Club, # 1154, hosted 
a "Thanks A $1,000,000 Rotary Foundation Celebration" event.  The 
celebration was in honor of the Colorado Springs Rotary Club reaching 
$500,000 in Annual Giving and for their District 5470 surpassing 
$500,000 in Total Giving during the past Rotary year 2006-07. 
 

 Past R.I. President Richard D. King (2001-02), the event’s keynote 
speaker delivered a passionate Rotary Foundation address. 
 

 At the event, to celebrate this occasion, and in honor of Rotary's 
Foundation Month, three couples (see photo below) from Colorado 
USA - District 5470 increased their Rotary Peace Scholar bequests to to-
tal three million dollars plus an endowed Fellowship from Roger Guili-
ano and a gift of $300,000 from the family of  Lee and Margorie Sollen-
barger brought the total donated from D-5470 to Rotary’s Peace Cen-
ters to US$ 3.8 million dollars. 

 The Rotary Centers Major Gifts Initiative (RCMGI) has raised almost 

US$33 million dollars (as of November 22, 2007) and the US$3,800,000 
gifts from D-5470 accounts for almost 12% of the total funds earmarked 
for Rotary’s Peace Fellowship Endowment program.  The RCMGI ex-
pects to raise US$ 95,000,000 to completely endow the Centers by 
2015.   Congratulations to Colorado USA District 5470. 

 From left to right:  Dr. Edward “Eddie” Blender, Chairman, Rotary Centers Major Gifts Initiative 
and his wife Patti, District 5470 Foundation Chair Joe Williams and his wife the District Governor of       
D-5470, Jan Williams, Past R.I. President Richard D. King (2001-02), and his wife Cherie, Colorado Springs 
Rotary Club Foundation Chair Tony Cerato and his wife Marcelline. 

THANKS A MILLION ! 
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  Have you ever wondered what you and your Rotary club and 
district can do to build peace in the world right now?  The Rotary 
Peace and Conflict Studies Program trains professionals currently 
working in peacebuilding and conflict resolution to do their jobs bet-
ter and increase their peacebuilding impact on the world.  Your club 
and district can recruit candidates and lead them to this powerful 
professional development opportunity.   
 

  Have you ever wanted to recruit 
good candidates for the RPCS Program but 
wondered where they were hiding?  Have 
you ever thought that perhaps your area 
just doesn’t have enough conflict to pro-
duce good candidates?  Our program 

alumni prove that peacebuilders are working all over the world in 
some of the most obvious and obscure places.  Here are some help-
ful tips for finding and recruiting them for the Rotary Peace and Con-
flict Studies Program.   
 

  Candidates for the Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Pro-
gram must meet the following criteria:  
1. Be currently employed fulltime in a mid- to upper-level posi-
tion in a related field  
2. Have at least five years work experience  
3. Be proficient in English  
4. Hold a bachelor’s degree or the equivalent 

 

  One of the most important traits of 
RPCS Program candidates is the relevance 
of their work and the potential for immedi-
ate application of the knowledge gained 
through the program in their jobs.  While 
Rotary Centers is seeking to build the lead-
ers of tomorrow through the Rotary World 

WHERE ARE THE GOOD ROTARY PEACE 
AND CONFLICT STUDIES  PROGRAM 

CANDIDATES HIDING? 

 

The Rotary 
Peace and 

Conflict 
Studies 

Program  

Continued next page 
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Peace Fellowships, the RPCS Program is seeking to strengthen the leaders 
of today.   
 

RELATED EMPLOYMENT FIELDS 
 Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies 
Program participants have represented 
the following industries, organizations, 
and fields: journalism, media, academia, 
the corporate world including the phar-
maceutical industry, the armed forces, law 
enforcement, firefighting, refugee issues, 
the United Nations, the World Bank, me-
diators and mediation centers, educators 
and school administrators teaching immi-
grants and in conflict areas, government 
officials, development, human rights, peacebuilding, negotiation and rec-
onciliation, HIV/AIDS issues, professors and university administrators 
teaching a wide range of related subjects, law, election issues, labor rela-
tions, elected politicians, research, public policy, environmental issues, 
analysts, psychologists, faith based organizations, poverty alleviation, 
community rights and empowerment, capacity building, conflict man-
agement, government security agencies, emergency relief efforts, and is-
sues related to internally displaced persons (IDP). 

 WHERE TO FIND THEM 

 Look for good candidates in the following places in your local town 
or community:   

•  Non-governmental and international organizations involved in hu-
man rights, disaster relief, aid distribu-
tion, environmental advocacy, refugee 
issues, development, mediation and arbi-
tration, minority group issues, etc. 

•  Mediation, arbitration, and dispute 
resolution groups and organizations  

•  Law enforcement, fire, and military 
stations, bases, and establishments 

•  Schools and universities – Look for teachers and professors teach-
ing peacebuilding and conflict resolution-related material and sub-
jects. 

Continued next page 
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•  Governmental agencies, diplomatic corps, local police and military 
offices 

•  Media and journalistic organizations 

•  Chamber of Commerce – look for organizations and professional as-
sociations related to peacebuilding, conflict resolution, and humanitar-
ian work. 

PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITY 
 Here are some promotional activity suggestions for seeking candi-
dates: 

•  Hold informational meetings at the organiza-
tions and locations listed above 

•  Host lectures or discussions relevant to peace or 
international understanding and invite representa-
tives from the organizations listed previously 

•  Invite current of former Rotary Peace and Con-
flict Studies Program participants to speak at informa-
tional meetings for Rotarians and non-Rotarians 

•  Identify individuals affiliated with the groups 
listed previously and send them Rotary Peace and 
Conflict Studies Program brochures to share with their 

employees, colleagues, members, or clients. Be sure to include your dis-
trict’s contact information. 

•  Issue press releases to local/regional publications, college/university 
newspapers, radio stations, and public-access cable television channels 

 

  It is important for clubs to work with their District Rotary World 
Peace Fellowships Subcommittee Chair to coordinate efforts and evaluate 
potential candidates.  Peace Fellowships Chairs can 
also log in to their designated secure site to discuss 
recruitment strategies and successes with other 
chairs worldwide and to download program re-
sources and promotional materials.  Rotary Centers 
Department staff are also available to answer any 
questions.  Please contact us. 
 

Jenn Weidman 
Rotary Peace & Conflict Studies Program 
Phone: 847.866.3374 
jenn.weidman@rotary.org 
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 Here is a tidbit about 
a recent $25,000.00 Be-
quest to the Annual Pro-
grams Fund.  
 

 This $25,000 bequest 
will generate approxi-
mately $1000 annually in 
earning thus in effect 
making the donor a PHF 
in perpetuity. 

REFLECT ON THE SOLUTION --  
INSTEAD OF THE PROBLEM 
 

 Humanity must take a moment each day to re-
flect on the need for harmony in the world and how 
harmony can be achieved.  

 
 It is only when we stop what we are doing and 

reflect on the solution (instead of the problem) that 
we will begin to understand, only then will change 
occur.   

 
 And if we don't, and continue along the road of 

fundamentalism, greed, self satisfaction, apathy, and 
nationalism, our self-destruction will continue.  

 
 Take courage today and start making that 

change happen in the world.  
 
 Because the human race will only survive if we 

each, in our own individual way, begin the process 
and muster the courage within us to action.  

 

 



P A G E  2 8  

 THE ROTARY FOUNDATION 
CAN  GIVE YOU                  
IMMORTALITY 

    by Colum Mcloughlin, RIBI 
Rotary Foundation Committee 

  
 Secretly we all wish that we could live for-
ever. The recent television series, "WHO DO 
YOU THINK YOU ARE?" showed celebrities trac-
ing their ancestries. But it also showed that little 
is known by most of us about our forefathers be-
yond our great grandparents. If you don't want 
your name, or indeed that of any loved one, to 
be forgotten, then bequeath $25,000, to the 
Permanent Fund of The Rotary Foundation.  

  
 By leaving a bequest of this amount, you are en-
titled to "Name" a fund within the Permanent Fund 
and even specify how the income on this money will 
be spent. And, here's the real trick, leave the bequest 
jointly with your wife, husband or civil partner with 
the payment becoming payable on the second death, 
and you both will be members of the Bequest Society 
and no assets will have to be sold early to pay the 
money.  
  
 $25,000! … I hear you say, but just how much of 
your children's inheritance are spending?  

 
VERY PRACTICAL MATHEMATICS 
  

 Today, one pound equates to $2.08, so $25,000 is 
£12,020. But if you leave it to The Rotary Foundation and you 
are within the scope of Inheritance Tax, your executor will have 
to pay the taxman £4,800 less than if you hadn't left $25,000 to 
our own charity. If you have 2 beneficiaries, you are spending 
£3,600 of each of their legacies, but you are spending £4,800 
otherwise that would have been paid as Inheritance Tax.  
  
 So, go on, spend the Chancellor of the Exchequer's inheri-
tance and leave a bequest to the Rotary Foundation! 
 

  

 

SAVING 
MONEY … 

WHILE          
BEQUESTING 
MONEY TO 

OUR ROTARY 
FOUNDATION 
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN DONATING A MAJOR GIFT 
TO OUR ROTARY FOUNDATION? 

BENEFITS?  IT’S A TWO WAY STREET! 

THERE ARE SO MANY AD-
VATAGES FOR YOU AND 

YOUR FAMILY 

• Make a major gift to       
support Rotary          
Foundation programs 
and receive immediate         
tax benefits,      

• Reduce capital gain 
taxes,  

• Support for The Rotary 
Foundation’s programs. 

• Donate $50,000 – and   
endow a scholarships or 
a matching grant, …  

• Discuss your estate plans 
with your spouse and 
children,  

• Become a Benefactor or 
make a Major Gift or Be-
quest … 

 By: John "Jack" K. Best, Regional Rotary 
Foundation Coordinator, Zone 31 

 Rotarians are be-
ginning to recognize the 
magic of Our Rotary 
Foundation not only to 
do good in the world, 
but to help them plan 
well for themselves and 
their family members. 
 

 There are so many 
examples of major gifts 
that could not only be 
directed to The Rotary 

Foundation, but also benefit the donors. 

 

 Speak with the Rotary Foundation 
Fund Development  Division staff (listed 
on page 33)   and share ideas* on creat-
ing a legacy for you and your family. 
 

 *Please note: some ideas are for 
general informational purposes only. 
 Donors must contact their own advisors 
to ensure compliance with legal require-
ments and tax reporting and to under-
stand how charitable giving affects them 
and their personal financial circum-
stances. 
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 “At our fireside scores of friends from 
all corners of the globe have delighted us by 
their presence. They have come as the re-
sult of my planting a sapling in 1905. The 
first Rotary Club was that sapling. It has 
grown into a mighty tree in whose shade it 
is delightful to dwell.” 

Paul P. Harris 
My Road to Rotary, chapter 42,1947 

  
 The Rotary Foundation allows every one 

of us to join together from all corners of the 
world. If Rotary is a mighty tree as Paul Harris 
suggests it is because of the support of thou-
sands of friends all working towards the same 
goals. 

 

 This year we continue to focus on the 
eradication of polio, re-connecting with our 
Foundation Alumni and fully committing to the 
belief that Peace is Possible through our Ro-
tary World Peace Centers. 

 

 As friends who come together, working 
on these tasks, we also need to realize that we 
can only achieve our goals through supporting 
Our Rotary Foundation. 

 

 Calum Thomson 
RGHF Chairman/President 2006/07 

R/C Longniddry & District 
District 1020, Scotland. 

calthomson@aol.com   

WHAT PAUL HARRIS SAID... 

 A "WHAT PAUL HARRIS SAID"   mes-
sage will be sent (free-of-charge) to you 
every other week and also to whomever 
you wish.    Please register for this free ser-
vice  at: www.historycomment.org 

Paul P. Harris 
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• Is a LIVING TRUST right for you?  

• Would you like to discuss ways to INCREASE your disposable income?  

• Would you like to discuss ways to REDUCE or ELIMINATE taxes on interest     
income, capital gains, and federal estate taxes?  

• Discuss ESTATE PLANNING with The Rotary Foundation and discuss  your   
family’s dream of a better world.  

Contact  our TRF Major Gifts Officers and learn about the possibilities.                 
Remember to also visit and speak with your financial and tax advisors. 

TRF  MAJOR  GIFTS OFFICERS (MGO) FOR NORTH AMERICA 
David E. Bender 

Senior Major Gift Officer,  

Zones 23 & 24 

TEL  847.866.3456 

FAX  847.328.4101 

david.bender@rotary.org 

Sean Allen 

Major Gifts Officer,  

Zones 22, 25 & 26 

TEL  847.866.3190 

FAX  847.328.4101 

sean.allen@rotary.org 

Michael Smith 

Major Gifts Officer,  

Zones 29 & 30 

TEL  847.866.3220 

FAX  847.328.4101 

michael.smith@rotary.org 

Jackie McGuire 

Major Gifts Officer,  

Zones 33 & 34 

TEL  847.866.4450 

FAX  847.328.4101 

jackie.mcguire@rotary.org 

Rick Kean 

Major Gifts Officer, 

Zones 31& 32 

TEL  847.424.5251 

FAX  847.328.5260 

richard.kean@rotary.org 

If you are aware of Rotarians 
(or others) in your zone that 
may have an interest and the 

capacity to make a major gift to 
TRF, our MGO’S would like to 

work with you to help          
educate, cultivate and solicit 

these individuals for              
contributions to                       

our Rotary Foundation.   

(Zone 23, 24)

(Zone 33 & 34)

(Zone 27, 28 )

(Zone 29 & 30)

(Zone 31& 32)

(Zone 22) 

North American Zones

(Zone 25)

(Zone 26)

ERIC C. SCHMELLING 

Manager,  
Fund Development Division, 

The Rotary Foundation 

847.866.3222                         
eric.schmelling@rotary.org 

A BETTER WORLD FOR YOUR  FAMILY, YOUR 
CHILDREN AND YOUR GRANDCHILDREN 

Jamie Revord  

Senior Major Gift Officer,  

Zones 27 & 28 

TEL  847-866-3150  

FAX  847-328-4101 

jamie.revord@rotary.org 

(Zone 28, 29) 

(Zone 27, 28) 



Our Rotary Foundation         
December 15, 2007 

Edward Blender, Editor 
EBlender@aol.com 

 We cannot do 
great things on this 
Earth, only small 
things with great love. 

Mother Teresa  


